
 

• Leading the Way 
Walnut High School has been selected as a 2009 
California Distinguished School.  Out of nearly 2,400 
middle and high schools throughout the state, WHS 
made the group of 261 schools singled out this year to 
receive the state’s highest honor.  This is the seventh 
time since 1990 that WHS has received the California 
Department of Education award.  

 
• Diamond Bar, Walnut named Best High 

Schools 
Diamond Bar and Walnut High Schools have once again 
been named among America’s best high schools in the 
report issued by U.S. News & World Report.  Both 
schools are recognized as Silver Medal schools in the 
“2009 Best High School Search” in this 2nd annual 
ranking of schools that excel in teaching students.   

 
• Solar Powered 

    A solar-powered boat built by a team of students from 
Walnut High School took second place in the rookie 
division of the 7th annual Solar Cup Race held May 15-
17 at Lake Skinner in Temecula. More than 900 students 
from 33 high schools throughout Southern California 
competed in the event sponsored by the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California. The competition 
aims to get high school students interested in science 

and engineering. Walnut High placed third in the endurance race, third in the sprint 
race for the rookie division, and won the “hottest” looking boat in the visual display 
project with their public service announcement (PSA).  
 

• Honor Roll Schools 
Diamond Bar and Walnut High Schools and Evergreen, Quail Summit, and Westhoff 

Elementary Schools have been named to the 2008 
California Honor Roll School by the California Business 
for Education Excellence (CBEE) Foundation and Just for 
the Kids-California. After reviewing student achievement 
data for every public school in California, these schools 
stood out above the rest in getting students to grade 
level proficiency.  They are among 911 high performing 
schools recognized by the State’s business community.  
This marks Westhoff’s 4th consecutive year and 
Evergreen’s 2nd as Honor Roll schools.   

 
 

OOuurr  WWaallnnuutt  VVaalllleeyy  SScchhoooollss  aarree SShhiinniinngg!!  
      HHeerree  aarree  rreecceenntt  eexxaammpplleess  ooff  aacchhiieevveemmeenntt  aanndd  ddiissttiinnccttiioonn..  



•  Orchestra Debuts at Kennedy Center  
The Chaparral Middle School 8th grade orchestra, 
traveled to the nation’s capitol in May to debut at the 
prestigious John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts, home of the National Symphony Orchestra. Only 
five school orchestras in the country were specially 
selected to perform in the Hayden Orchestra Festival, a 

salute to one of the most influential figures in classical music.  
Chaparral had the distinction of being both the only middle 
school and only orchestra from California. The 90-member 
award winning ensemble under the direction of Greg 
Rochford performed Haydn’s Finale from Symphony No. 47 in 
G major. The talented musicians were featured on a KABC 
news broadcast. 
 

 
• Diamond Bar Earns National Honors 

 Diamond Bar High received the only 2008 Siemens 
Award for the State of California for Advanced 
Placement (AP) math, science, and technology. The 
Siemens Foundation honors one high school per state in 
recognition of the schools that are leading the nation in 
AP participation and performance. 
 

Diamond Bar High was named a 2009 Grammy Signature School, a national honor 
reserved for schools that make an outstanding commitment to music education 
during the academic school year. Only 14 schools nationwide earned this year’s 
prestigious Grammy Foundation honor.  The award is 
based on excellence in all aspects of musical 
performance in the school’s Orchestra, Band, Choir, 
Performing Arts Academy, and Chamber Music 
programs. Diamond Bar High received a custom 
award and $1,000 grant to benefit its music program.   
 

• Drama Teacher Receives Prestigious BRAVO 
Award 

Walnut High School drama teacher Joanne Karr received 
the 2009 Music Center BRAVO Award for High School 
Theater Arts.  The coveted award recognizes exemplary 
teachers and schools for creativity, innovation, and 
excellence in arts education.  “I love theatre and helping 
students to appreciate and participate in it" said Karr. 

“The arts help people give meaning to their lives, and all students need them,” she 
said. Karr received a beautiful BRAVO sculpture and $2000 cash prize to benefit 
the school’s drama program during the 27th annual awards gala held March 10 at 
the Walt Disney Concert Hall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Artists Recognized  
The Ron Hockwalt Academies presented Art Walk 2009 
on April 22.  This first annual exhibit and art show was 
held at the District Education Center with 125 entries in 
Graphic Design, Digital Photography, 
and Studio Art.  Members of the Tri-
Community School of Photography 
judged the contest and awarded 1st, 

2nd, 3rd Place and Honorable Mention awards in each category.  
The original artwork is also featured in the RHA Vantage 
magazine, highlighting student work from the school’s Fine Arts 
and Photography programs.  
 
 

• Teams Compete at Science Olympiad Finals 
Students from Suzanne Middle School, Diamond Bar 
High, and Walnut High Schools competed in the 
Southern California Science Olympiad State Finals held 
April 18 at Cal State University, Long Beach.  WVUSD 
students had top finishes in Elevated Bridge, Reach for 
the Stars, Road Scholar, Dynamic Planet, Amphibians & 
Reptiles, and Ecology categories. The challenging, 
academic tournaments are from the various science 

disciplines of biology, earth science, chemistry, physics, computers and 
technology. Teams advanced to the state competition with several 1st Place awards 
during the 23rd Annual Los Angeles County Science Olympiad held February 28 at 
Cal State University, Los Angeles.   
 
 

•  Dance Team Named National Champs 
The Walnut High School Dance Team performed five 
numbers at the USA National Competition and placed 
in the top 8 in all five competitions.  The talented girls 
were named National Champions after winning 1st 
Place Awards in the Open Prop and Open Officer 
contests.  Congratulations Ms. Jenny Tomlin and her 
spirited Dance Team! 
 
 

 
 

• Student Competes in National Math Event 
David Yang, a seventh-grade student in the Independent Study Program at the 
Ron Hockwalt Academies vied in the National Mathcounts competition representing 
the State of California. Yang won the Written Round, 2nd Place individual title in the 
Countdown Round, and scholarships during the contest held at Walt Disney World’s 
Swan and Dolphin Resort in Orlando, Florida. 
 
 
 
 
 



• Walnut Valley Students Named Music K-8 
Winners 

The Walnut Valley Unified School District Board of 
Trustees recognized 29 young artists for their award 
winning entries in the 2009 Music K-8 Magazine Cover 
Contest on May 20.  The fifth grade students 
representing seven WVUSD schools had their artwork 
selected from over 16,000 nationwide entries. 
 

 
•  Students Medal at Robot Rally 

Collegewood Elementary students faced off with their 
Lego Mindstorm NXT robots during the 3rd Annual 
Robot Rally held at Cal Poly Pomona on May 19.  For 
the past few months Lori Huckler’s fifth graders 
worked in teams building and programming sturdy 
pint-sized robots with swinging claws and ramps for 
the contest. The 35 students have been learning 
math, science, engineering, and computer 

programming. They put their skills to the test entering 12 teams in the single 
elimination tourney. In the head-to-head sumo competition, robots used precision 
and strength to try to force the opponent out of the 
ring.  In the archeological dig competition, students 
programmed their robots to run a marked course. The 
rally is the culminating activity of the partnership with 
the Cal Poly Pomona School Robotics Initiative. 
Congratulations to the Collegewood’s Lightning Kill team 
members Aaron Young, Jerry Chen, and Victoria Perez 
who took 3rd Place awards in both the sumo and archeological dig competitions.   
 

• Architecture Students Take Top Awards 
 Diamond Bar High School students captured 1st Place 
awards during the 2009 Rio Hondo Architectural 
Competition held at Rio Hondo College. Over 270 
students representing 15 schools vied in Beginning 
Architecture, CAD, and Advanced Architecture 
competitions during the tournament held March 4-6. 
DBHS students won seven of the top 10 awards in 
Beginning Architecture; seven of the top 10 (including the 

first six places) in CAD; and 8 of the top 10 places in Advanced Architecture. 
Diamond Bar also won the Most Outstanding Program recognition for earning the 
most awards The Diamond Bar program under the direction of teacher John Jones 
has earned this distinction the past four out of five years.  
 

 
• Students Honored for Conservation Posters 

The Walnut Valley Water District honored several WVUSD students 
for their award winning entries in the annual student poster and 
high school essay contest on May 27.  Judges selected winners 
from 100 entries representing nine area schools in student poster 
contest. Congratulations to our students from Evergreen, Walnut 
El, Maple Hill, and South Pointe who were awarded top awards! 



Diamond Bar and Walnut High students also were named winners in the 500 word 
“Water is Life” essay contest. The 1st place winner received a $500 U.S. Savings 
Bond.  The event held during May’s Water Awareness 
Month serves as a reminder of the beginning of the 
conservation season.  
 
 

• Speech Contest Winners 
Diamond Bar High School students took first and 
second place in the Walnut Valley Rotary speech contest in February. 
Congratulations to first place winner Payel Mukherjee and second place winner 
Janel Davis for their inspirational and reflective speeches about making dreams 
come true.  Payel spoke about dreams that will never be realized among the poor 
in India and Janel spoke about the dream that has been realized with the election 
of President Barack Obama.  Janel is the first African American student to earn an 
International Baccalaureate diploma at Diamond Bar High School and Payel has an 
internship to spend the summer in Calcutta, India working with poor children.   
 
 

• State Leadership Conference Awards 
Walnut High students brought home numerous awards at the Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) 2009 State Leadership Conference in May. 
Congratulations to the top Walnut Chapter winners:  Charlene Lee - 2nd Place Job 
Interview, Elsa Yih -2nd Place Spreadsheet Applications, Tammy Chi- 3rd Place E-
Business, Elsa Yih, Jiayi Chen, and Gabrielle Yu -3rd Place Management Decision 
Making, Aaron Lim, Jeff Shen, Michele Huang, and Jason Chavez - 3rd Place 
Parliamentary Procedures; Jiayi Chen -3rd Place Spreadsheet Applications; and 
Samantha Osaki - 3rd Place Public Speaking II. 

• Fastest Kids in Town! 
Vejar Elementary 5th grade student Jenna Highstreet won 
the “Fastest Girl in Walnut” 50 meter sprint at the Mt. 
SAC Relays Youth Days in April.  The “Fastest Boy in 
Walnut” title was awarded to Collegewood 5th grader 
Quinn Cooper at the 24th annual event co-sponsored by 
the LA84 Foundation. Over 6,000 young athletes from 

more than 150 schools competed in two days of track and field competition and 
instruction for youth in grades 3 through 8.  
 

• Students Lauded at French Camp 
In May, Walnut High French Teachers Ken DeShan and Lily Jacquot took 16 
students to the annual French Camp held in Big Bear.  The immersion program is 
designed to give French 3 and 4 students the opportunity to use their French and 
learn about Francophone history and culture.  High schools from Orange County 
participate as well.  Students are evaluated by teachers at the end of camp on 
Sunday. Those who participated enthusiastically and spoke French constantly for 
the duration of the camp are awarded medals – just like the Olympics -1st place - 
Gold, 2nd place  - Silver, and  3rd place - Bronze.  This year, Walnut High won the 
Gold and Silver.  Congratulations to Gold medalist Eric Chang and Silver medalist 
Leti Hirabayashi.    
 
 



• Science Fair 1st Place Award  
Walnut High sophomore Bonnie Lei won 1st Place in the Animal 
Biology category at the LA County Science Fair held April 18-19.  
As her prize, she was appointed an Earthwatch Fellow to a two-
week field research expedition (her choice of exotic location) this 
summer.  Bonnie was named the Sweepstakes Finalist. She also 
earned a 1st Place award in the Zoology Senior Division at the 58th 
annual California State Science Fair. 965 participants from 374 
schools vied in the event held on May 18-19. Bonnie is also the 
only student from California selected to present her research 

project at the national AAAS (American Association for the Advancement of 
Science) meeting in Chicago.  Science Teacher and GLC Jennifer Tucker said 
Bonnie is a phenomenal student and person. “She is one of Walnut High’s best and 
brightest!”  Bonnie is interested in becoming a research scientist and is already on 
the path to fulfilling that dream.  
 

• Global Summit Top Ten Winners  
A group of Walnut High students recently raised their voices about today’s most 
pressing global issues.  And they were heard.  Through the Junior 8 (J8) Summit 
sponsored by UNICEF, students are encouraged to share their concerns and 
opinions with young people from around the world.  The J8 Summit allows students 
ages 14-17 to develop ideas and compete via an essay and application process for 
the opportunity to represent their country at the J8 Summit in Italy. The youth 
event is linked to the annual Group of 8 (G8) Summit.  Teams worked together to 
come up with their own ideas on key issues being discussed by the G8 group. 
Congratulations to freshmen Stephany Yong, Andrew Koo, Alisa Lu, and Reetika 
Singh who were named among the Top Ten winners for their creativity, hard work 
and thoughtful ideas.  Kudos to Suzanne Middle School Teacher Alan Haskvitz for 
shaping our students’ understanding of their role of finding solutions to global 
concerns.  
 

• Blue Ribbon Winners 
Chaparral Middle School students were named winners 
in the 2008 Los Angeles County Fair Education Expo. 
Chaparral 7th grade Language Arts teacher Christy 
Passoth encouraged seven students from the 2007-08 
school year to enter their Poetry/Photography 
Notebooks in the Collective Works category – and they 
all won Blue Ribbons.  The young poets who are now in 

8th grade include Sarah Demonteverde, Helen Park, Joycelyn Chen, Jennifer Lim, 
Deedee Chao, Luke Lau, and Angie Shu. They competed with students from Los 
Angeles County and San Bernardino County schools.  Three writers, Helen Park, 
Joycelyn Chen, and Jennifer Lim also won the coveted Purple Rosette Thummer 
Award, a judge’s award for excellence. The top award winner, Jennifer Lim, was 
also awarded Best of Class, Best of Division, and Best of Show – a total of five 
ribbons!  
 

• Festival Awards  
South Pointe’s Show Choir participated in the Heritage Festival in San Diego at 
Point Loma University on March 27-28.  The singers received a Silver Award for 
overall performance – and were just one point shy of earning a Gold Award.  



Katharina Miyoshi received the Soloist Award with her performance of “Every Night 
When the Sun Goes In”. She was the only middle school student to win this award.  
Chaparral’s 6th Grade Orchestra was awarded the Gold Rating at the Forum Music 
Festival at Point Loma University on March 27. The cello section was honored as an 
outstanding section, even though two-thirds of these students are just first year 
players.  The following day, the 7th Grade Orchestra also received the Gold Rating 
and principal viola Irene Kim was awarded an outstanding musicianship award. 
Diamond Bar High School’s Advanced Show Choirs competed at Disneyland's 
California Adventure on April 24.  The Solitaire Choir placed first in their division.   

 
• Students Show Their IB Skills 

Two Walnut Valley elementary schools, C.J. Morris and 
Castle Rock, have achieved status as prestigious 
International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program (IB-
PYP) schools.  The goal is to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable, and caring young people who develop 
intercultural understanding and respect.  The IB 

Exhibition is the culmination of the students’ K-5 learning experience at the 
international schools.  Fifth graders work on the final projects with the support of 
volunteer mentor teachers. For the 2009 IB Exhibition, 
students researched “World’s Natural Disasters” at C.J. 
Morris and “Sharing the Planet” at Castle Rock. The 
global-minded groups presented their plans using 
visual displays, posters, and multimedia presentations. 
Each IB Exhibition also takes action to share their 
findings with a broader audience. One C.J. Morris 
group collected donations for the volcano victims in the 
Philippines. “I am honored to lead in a school where children learn that through 
their actions we can make a difference in the world,” said Principal Sue Arzola 
 
 

• Walnut Valley students selected for Honor Choirs, Bands 
Diamond Bar High School junior Ryker Cook who took top honors in the All State 
Honor Band competition in Fresno. He competed in two rounds of auditions with 11 
talented alto  saxophone players from around the State.  Ryker garnered the first 
chair of the highly prestigious All State High School Wind Symphony.   Four 
Walnut High students were named to the 2009 All-State Choir - Congratulations 
to Angeleah Dadivas, James Chan, Angel Tsai, and Dansel de Luna.  Six Walnut 
High students were named to 2008 Honor Choir - Congratulations to Tiffany 
Cheng, Karen Cheng, James Chan, Angeleah Davidas, Michelle Abiera, and Angel 
Tsai.  Walnut High School junior and clarinetist Stephen Chow was selected to 
both the All Southern California Honor Band and All State Honor Band.  22 South 
Pointe students were named to the California All-State Honor Band and 23 were 
selected for the All Southern California Honor Band!  For the second time in two 
years, South Pointe has set the state record for having the most students selected 
for this honor.  Two Chaparral Middle School band members were selected for 
2009 Elite Honors Ensembles.  Congratulations to French horn player Brian Chen 
who was chosen for the All State Honor Band and to trumpet player John Yun, 
selected for All State Band, who will perform this month in Fresno.  This is the first 
time a Chaparral student has made the All State Ensemble. Congratulations to all 
of these students and to their teachers for their great work in preparing them for 
this success!  



 
• Art Show Winners 

Two South Pointe students received recognition in the Los Angeles County Student 
Art Show in February.  Ellen Jeong, a seventh grade student, won for her two 
dimensional drawing of zebras painted in color using gouache.  Sixth grade student 
Winnie Lo won for her drawing of the landscape of a house and forest painted in 
acrylic and placed onto paper. Each student will receive $50 for a Crayola Product 
and a certificate of congratulations.    
 
 

 


